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niso ililiwak é-nakiskawacik wapaskwa

péyakwé &-kisépayak &-n'taminahocik &-nigicik 'wénihkanak,
mona ohci-kihciwitawak mos’-asini-paskisikaniniw, é-mispohk ohci,
éka 'y-ki-nakatahkik ocimaniwéhk &-8aw’hikécik. ispi maka
wa-péci-kiwécik, ki-wipaméwak kétahtawin wapaskwa
é-'si-kiskayawanik.

ana méika wépask ki-namipalihototakowak,' ki-kapatésipalihowak mak’
é-kap..., 8-kapatétapépahtwicik ocimaniwaw.

péyak mak’ dna kiy-oimow. éko maka ka-tépwatat ana, “élikohk, élikohk,
kihcipahta! asay ki'miciSahok,” ana k'-itéw.

ispi mak’ étapipalihot, ki-wapaméw wipaskwa kwéskakam itéhké
é-kihcipahtan’ci llaughs].
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Excerpt from "ataléhkana nésta tipaciméwina / Cree Legends
and Narratives from the West Coast of James Bay" (1995)

Text Thirty-One

Two men meet a polar bear

One morning as two persons were hunting, they did not carry a moose-shot
rifle since, because of the snow, they were not able to leave it in their canoe
as they came across [one of the small, northern rivers on the west coast of
James Bay|. But when they were about to come home, they suddenly saw a
polar bear where it was deep.

That bear passed them close by, but they quickly got out of the canoe
asho..., dragging their canoe ashore on the run.

One of them got away. Then that one shouted to the other, “As hard as
you can, as hard as you can, run away! He's already running after you,” he
said to him.

When he quickly turned to look, however, he saw the polar bear running
away across the water [laughs).
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