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GILBERT FARIES

mwikwa wéhc’-i§indkwaniliki osita

éko maka, 6ma mina &-'t'-dtaléhkawakaniwit mwakwa wéhc'-iSindkwanilik
omisita ..." osita.

péyakwa wéskac, 'wéyisisak nésta pilésiwak, ki-mawacihitowak
é-wi-makosécik. &ko méka, sikahikanihk ant’ é-’htacik, mékwic é-makosécik,
ki-maci-nécihéw kotak..., kotakiya pilésiwa, awa mwikwa. éko méka
kotakiyak aniki pilésiwak méla nahél'tamwak anima &-wi-maskahtwét
ginkipi§ wiwa, awa mwakwa.

éko maka kA-..., &-kisiwésit aw Sinkipis, ki-pimiciSahwéw 6’ mwakwa.?
&ko mak’ é-'ti-kihcipahtél'ci nd’c éliko’ ki-nésé-tahkiskatéw. miconi mak’ anté
0..., otAnahk k’-isi-wépiskam osita é-ki-maskiskawiat méaka. iskondk maka,
&’kwini maka wehci-anim’-étakotéliki osita, cikic anta onahkitihk awa
mwiakwa.
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Text Forty-Seven

Why the loon’s feet are near the tail

Now then, this again is the beginning of the legend about the loon, why
this one’s feet ... his feet look the way they do.

Once upon a time long ago, the beasts and the birds got together because
they wanted to have a feast. And so, as they were there on the lake, in the
course of the feasting, this loon began flirt around with oth..., other birds. So
then the rest of those birds weren’t pleased with the fact that this loon
wanted to take away Shingibish’s wife.

And so when ..., being angry, Shingibish chased after this loon. And then,
as the latter ran away, he kicked him very hard as he ran off. And he utterly
knocked his ..., his feet back there having crippled him. And ever since, that’s
why the loon’s feet hang that way, right near his tail-end.

287

Reproduced by permission of University of Manitoba Press



